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For immediate release

A record number of events throughout Quebec for the 6th edition of 24 Hours of Science

«Open Doors on Science»

(Montreal, March 17th 2011) - From the Magdalen Islands to Sherbrooke, from Montréal to Rimouski and from Trois-Rivieres to Gatineau, the 24 hours of Science offers again this year lots of fun and exciting activities throughout Quebec. On the theme Open Doors on Science, this event will celebrate the international year of chemistry, forestry and bats but will also offer activities for fans of the environment, health, astronomy and many other scientific and technical fields. It is therefore an invitation, from Friday May 6th at noon, until Saturday May 7th at the same time, to take part in some 200 different activities for youth, families, adults and seniors.

We are pleased to count again on Anne Carpenter and Dominique Berteaux as spokespersons for the event. As Ms. Carpenter, director of the Montreal Insectarium, says: «The 24 hours of science is an event that allows all organizations that are related to science and technology to act as spokespersons for their own discipline during the event and to offer to the public activities that demonstrate that science is everywhere.»
Dominique Berteaux, biologist  and Chair of the Canada Research Chair in Conservation of Northern Ecosystems, at the University of Quebec at Rimouski, adds: «This contact demystifies the profession and allows people to realize that researchers are both explorers of knowledge ... and very normal human beings!»
The program will be available online starting April 1st on www.science24heures.com. A very user-friendly search engine allows visitors to quickly find activities in line with their interest and build themselves a personal thematic or regional itinerary. A team of thirty communication volunteers is already at work across the province to publicize the event and promote the many activities planned. The vast majority of activities are free. Some last only an hour, others continue during the night. It is a festival of science to which all are invited.

This event is organized by Science pour tous, the Quebec scientific and technological culture network. For this sixth edition of 24 hours of science, dozens of museums and interpretive centers, many public and private organizations, schools, laboratories, research centers and hospitals, recreation associations, and many more have surpassed themselves to offer an exceptional program. It's a date!

- 30 -

For information and / or interviews with spokespersons:

Perrine Poisson, coordinator, Science pour tous, 514 252-7456

Jacques Kirouac, general director, 514 252-3027, poste 3458

